· Damon: “the network does not want to see black people on TV unless they are buffoons” Jada: “They do not want to see dignified black people” – concise.
· Damon’s father talks about not saying what Hollywood wants him to say, keeping his integrity, his dignity, has money in his pocket, a “pretty woman,” etc. Says “nigger 100 times every morning to keep [his] teeth white.”
· Father says “even the cartoons are racist.”

· What do we do?

· Damon doesn’t want to end up like his father – working at small clubs, not making a lot of money. 
· Timmy Hilnigger commercial was great – simple, effective – message clear.
· Tommy Davidson: “new millennium – same old bullshit.” Like the Cuba Gooding, Jr. “show me the money!” that Damon’s character imitates when he receives the award. 
· Half-assed equality of women stance. If you were only going have it be such a small part, why also have it that Jada did sleep with the guy, especially when he says that that was the reason he hired her? Without any additional perspective on the topic, what does that actually say?
· When all the people are killed except one and the one begs the officers to kill him, saying: “All it takes is one drop of black blood” – what is Spike Lee saying? What is his perspective on mulattos? How much is enough to be pushed away based on appearance?
Jada Pinkett’s character seems to be the moral ground. There are a lot of things that others laugh at and that she doesn’t (specifically reminded of the pitching of the show, which makes sense). She doesn’t laugh at her brother, thinks he is ridiculous (this makes sense). Then, though, when they are auditioning the bands, she is laughing at the performers. In the second episode (with the chicken coop and trying to decide what to buy the girlfriend and each character cutting-off each other’s sentences while knowing what the other was to say), Jada is seen laughing – when is it ok to laugh?

 “It can’t be racist because he’s black” says the show’s lawyer. Jada replies, “That’s where you’re wrong- he’s not black, he’s a Negro.” Key point: Damon’s character’s mind lives in preconceived notions of what it means to be black, notions that he is trying to run from. The problem is that he has the notions in the first place and that he makes his choices based upon them.
After Damon calls Jada “the help” she replies: “if you weren't so busy fucking Maryann, Sue, and Beth maybe you would have a little more stroke in your back.” It is one thing to be comfortable with one’s self and to not try to be something that you are not: but this seems exact, pointed – if you weren’t fucking white girls. Seems like Spike could have found another way to say “stay true to yourself” without making it “you shouldn’t have relations with whites” if that was the only thing he was trying to say. This would be reading too much into something if there was another example of an interracial relationship other than that of Damon’s boss (who seems only to use it as an excuse).

If Jada is to be the moral compass, why does she kill? Especially when James Baldwin is evoked in the same scene? Would James Baldwin’s love ask for murder as the ultimate punishment? And the killing of Damon is too neat a bow – there, he got what he deserved. Is this the feeling wanted?
Lee makes it too simple by having everything a caricature. One could say that it might slide over people if he did not, but what is it? What is gained in this way? Are we meant to figure it out?
